
HIS MASTER’S VINO



second album 
syndrome
You have your entire life to write your debut album, 
then before you can celebrate its success with 
an orgy of rock and roll excess that would have 
Bacchus searching for the exit, the record company 
is demanding a follow-up. The cocaine-fuelled 
week-long bender in the Balearics complete with 
helicopters, exotic dancing and an endless stream  
of Cristal will just have to wait.
Difficult Second Album Syndrome (DSAS) is a terrifying thing. 
Just ask The Strokes. Or The Stone Roses. Bands which 
conquered the charts with their debuts are not immune 
from coughing up colossal failures with the follow-up. 
Where there were few expectations, now the need to 
deliver is immense. Where there was an ocean of time,  
now the clock is ticking.

It’s these thoughts (and the music of The Darkness, Guns N’ 
Roses and Elastica, namely their sophomore albums) which 
raced through our minds as we compiled this wine list, our 
very own ‘difficult second album’. No pressure then. 

music and wine 
pairing
From ‘Red Red Wine’ and ‘Moet & Chandon in her 
pretty cabinet’ to ‘Rioja Rioja, Reverend Al Green…’ 
and ‘a black fly in your Chardonnay’*, music and 
wine are inexorably linked.
Don’t tell the purists but we think it’s far more interesting 
to pair wine and music than with food, so we’ve ransacked 
our record collections and put together a killer mixtape 
(that’s ‘playlist’, millennials!) of tunes which match 
perfectly with wines from the moreno portfolio.

So put the needle on the record, pour yourself a glass, 
turn the stereo up and enjoy…

(*Can you name the artists? Answers overleaf.)

Over the past 12 months the ‘new’ moreno has 
taken some bold steps forward and you can discover 
the fruits of our labours right here in our new wine 
list. We’ve been busy fertilising the wine world with 
our no bullshit approach and this has started to 
pay off with record breaking sales, chart-topping 
wines and the odd appearance on Top of The Pops 
(not really, TOTP was canned in 2006).

We will keep banging the drums on fresh thinking, 
uniqueness and flexibility but we are also aware that  
we need to stay ahead of the game and avoid that less-
talked-of, but equally perilous Difficult Third Album.  
Just ask Oasis. 

Keep listening, there’s plenty more to come from moreno 
as we continue to champion the extra:ordinary.

“no 
pressure 
then”

It’s been a blast and we approach 2020 with a clear 
vision, fantastic customers and a list of stand-out 
producers including a billboard of ‘emerging artists’  
which you can read about overleaf. 

‘Sittin’ On The Dock Of The Bay’  
by Otis Redding with Phinca Hapa Tinto
Complex earthy and spicy aromas. Soulful and alluring. 
A wine dedicated to human emotions just like Otis 
Redding’s voice. Selected by Nicole

‘Drown in My Own Tears’  
by Aretha Franklin with Chafandin 
A big wine with a big soul, so what better match  
than The Queen of Soul herself. Selected by Simon

‘Black Magic’ by Little Mix 
with Venta la Vega, Lluvia Blanco
A wine everyone falls in love with. Eye-catching yet 
backed up with incredible substance. Selected by Mike

‘The Chain’ by Fleetwood Mac 
with Bertola Amontillado 
Complex with many changes and immense technique;  
a lot of song for the money. Selected by Hamish

‘A Sparrow Alighted Upon Our Shoulder’ 
by Johan Johansson with Viña Muriel  
Gran Reserva 
Complexity and elegance. Constantly developing  
as time goes on. Selected by Harry

‘Midnight Blue’ by Kenny Burrell 
with Perusini Refosco
Under-rated classic. Nimble, light, but not without 
substance. Improves each time you go back to it.  
Selected by Nick



emerging artists 
(new producers/
regions)
Fresh talent is the lifeblood of the music industry. 
12 months ago no-one had heard of Warmduscher 
or Fontaines DC, but here they are all over the 
airwaves, topping the end-of-year album charts 
and teeing up 2020 festival headlining slots. 

The world of wine is not much different; for every 
long-standing, stone cold classic there’s a raft of 
new wines ready to enter the stage. They may  
not have hit the high notes yet, but these are 
future shelf fillers and wine list heroes. Here’s a 
half-dozen moreno newcomers which we expect  
to make waves in 2020.

Alta Pavina, Castilla y Leon
Soundbite: Spanish Pinot Noir with a 
DRC connection
Brothers Diego and Hugo Ortega have been making Pinot 
Noir in the Ribera del Duero since 1985. They are in good 
company with Dominio de Pingus and Vega Sicilia just a 
short cycle away. There’s gold dust in the vineyards too 
as they work closely with soil scientist and Pinot Noir 
specialist Claude Bourguignon, formerly of DRC, who 
advises on their wine. Their two wines will completely 
change your opinion of Spanish Pinot Noir.

“these are wines of
precision and beauty”

Ternario, Almansa
Soundbite: Native, organic, radical 
wine; Spain’s leading light 
This is a personal project of Raúl Pérez, the renowned 
oenologist from the Bierzo region and one of Spain’s 
leading winemakers. Pérez farms Garnacha Tintorera 
(Alicante Bouschet) at 1,200 metres above sea level 
across 225ha of ecological vineyards at the foothills  
of the Sierra del Mugrón mountain range. These are 
wines of precision and beauty which express the  
very essence of this native grape. 

Estones, Montsant & Terra Alta
Soundbite: Organic, sustainable, dry (!) 
PX made in a former disco
Wines with soul, which is what you’d expect from a 
winery based in an old discotheque in the village of Falset 
in Spain’s Montsant DO. Winemaker Salvi Moliner and 
his right hand man Sergi Montalà craft unique wines from 
native grapes including Garnacha, Garnacha Blanca, 
Macabeu, Samsó and Pedro Ximenez - famous for its use 
in teeth-numbingly sweet sherries, but not here where it’s 
bone dry. Fruit is organic and experimentation is high  
on Salvi’s agenda; he uses acacia barrels  
for the white wines and has devised a  
special coil to cool the barrels. 

Finca Tobella, Priorat
Soundbite: Handmade Priorat with  
Spanish soul and an American edge
Winemakers John Lipscomb and Núria Tobella are the 
soul and strength of Finca Tobella. This is their personal 
project. Trained at UC Davis in California they now  
make wine among the steep terraces of the Priorat 
where bright fruit is the basis for their elegant wines. 
The ‘Bocins’ white is a case in point, a blend of Garnacha 
Blanca and Viognier it sees stainless steel, new French 
oak and lees age on its way to becoming an intense, 
mineral and floral wine. 

Mañoso, Rioja
Soundbite: Skilfully crafted Rioja, 
in a no bullshit style
Rioja runs in our veins and we’re always on the search 
for new Riojas to complement our portfolio. In the Rioja 
Alavesa in autumn 2019 we found one. Mañoso is crafted 
by Bodegas Ruiz de Viñaspre from estate-grown fruit 
where all the vineyard work is done by hand and the 
whole family chips in along the way. When we visited we 
were greeted by the entire clan who treated us like kings 
and we brought back this treasure for you to enjoy.

Finca Míllara, Ribeira Sacra
Soundbite: Modern wines hewn from  
the ancient vineyards of a forgotten hamlet
We can’t get enough of Raúl Pérez. As well as his  
Ternario project we simply adore the Finca Míllara 
wines which hail from the emerging, dramatic and 
nearly inaccessible Ribeira Sacra wine district, a 
historically significant region that had been virtually 
abandoned. In 2000 Fernando de Santiago began 
purchasing parcels in the uninhabited hamlet of  
A Míllara overlooking the Miño River, eventually 
acquiring the entire township and its surrounding 
slopes. Biodynamics is practiced in the vineyards and  
Pérez works his magic in the winery to create modern, 
exciting wines.



top of the pops top 10

lets get the old band, back together...
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Viña Muriel Reserva
Entering the top 10 and in at 10 is this Rioja Reserva from 
Bodegas Muriel - a single vineyard expression with 
extended bottle age. It’s not half bad, pop pickers. 
French oak brings cedar, smoke and dried fruit character.

Phinca Hapa Blanco
In at nine, quite literally an epic wine. If you like 
them racy, you’ll love this rich and textured white.  
Did someone say skin contact? Sounds a bit saucy  
to us, but wow this is impressive stuff.

Castelforte Corvina Veronese
Like a fruit-charged power ballad this classic Corvina  
is bursting with vibrant red fruits, power and finesse, 
what more could you want? Light the fire and hunker 
down, wine lovers.

Adaras Aldea Tinto
Smashing into the top 10 and up six places is this red 
blend from Almansa. They’ve thrown the kitchen sink 
at this one; it’s organic, vegan and made from a native 
variety. The packaging is spot on too. Dinner party-tastic!

El Xit Xarel-lo
Bring on the funk; this sexy-little number has the lot… 
funky label, funky grape (100% Xarel-lo), organic. 
Does it get better than this? Not likely, mate.

Badaceli Priorat
This multi-award winning Priorat breezes into  
the top five for the first time and you can see why.  
It’s a hot mess of graphite, ink, and cherry fruit. 
Badaceli by name, badass by nature. 

Blockhead Chenin Blanc
Holding firm at number four and in the top 10 now for 
three weeks is this balanced, tropical and crisp Chenin from 
sunny South Africa. It’s your mum’s favourite tipple after 
doing the school run, and it’s a vino-excellente choice.

St Petroni Vermú Branco
And now to this week’s top three. In at three is a show-
stopping vermouth. It’s lees-aged Albariño loveliness 
with a lemon and herb kick. It only gets better with a 
twist of lemon, or a handsome dash of gin.

Laureatus Albariño
This week’s highest new entry and straight in at number 
two is this textbook Galician Albariño. Easy for you to 
say, mate. It’s ripe and rich with mineral acidity, citrus and 
bags of fruit. A great value all-rounder with an epic label.

Masia d’Or Brut Nature
This week’s No. 1 and topping the chart by a nose is this fizz-
tastic Cava from Spain. It’s Cava like you’ve always wanted 
it to taste, mate. Brilliant apple-y flavours with a lovely 
biscuity character. Snap, crackle and – quite literally – pop!

Never mind Top of the Pops this is our Pick of the Pips… 
so without further ado let’s rock. 

 [Answers: Neil Diamond, Queen, Underworld, Alanis Morissette]


